266           . PROTECTION TO SUBJECTS ABROAD.

bearance shown towards the United States, when
Grey Town, then under our immediate protection,
was bombarded and utterly destroyed by an Ame-
rican frigate.

We are well aware that there were reasons, and,
for the most part, good ones, which induced Her
Majesty's Government to exercise severity in the
first-named cases and forbearance in the second;
but still, as these reasons are not generally known
abroad, we are judged of by our acts alone, and
hence our unpopularity with foreigners in general.

With regard to our forbearance, that is a matter
which solely concerns ourselves; and we can well
afford to smile when any doubt is expressed of our
ability to resent affronts, whenever we conceive that
we have really been insulted.

The charge brought against us of severity to-
wards weaker states is, however, not so easily dis-
posed of: and as that has originated by what is
considered as our undue interference in favour of
the private interests of British subjects resident
abroad, we wish to offer a few observations on a
subject so nearly and directly affecting the estima-
tion we are held in by our neighbours; to which we
should surely not be entirely indifferent!

As the English are essentially a commercial and
trading people, it is natural that British subjects